localization ofNa ,K -ATPase was quantitatively investigated in the tympanic wall of rat cochlear duct by use of the protein A-gold method, using an affinitypurified antibody against the a-subunit ofrat kidney Na ,K -ATPase.
A moderate number of gold partides were found on the basolateral membrane of the interdental cells of the spiral limbos.
A small number ofgold particles were found on the basolateral surfaces of the border cells and Hensen's cells. On the inner and outer sensory hair cells, however, the A number of gold particles were located in the regions of membrane invagination and in the cell-to-cell contact areas.
The plasma membranes of the inner sulcus cells located between the spiral limbus and organ ofConti were rarely labeled with gold particles (not shown).
Organ of Corti
The organ ofConti is located on the basilar membrane and is corn- Bar -0.5 &m. 
